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Jolni, to illustrate their conjunctions, shall he proved to he

totally in error hy means of this very Gospel, as I have

shown in the first book. Since, then, our opponents do hear

testimony to us, and make use of these [documents], onr

proof derived from them is firm and true.

8. It is not possible that the Gospels can be either more or

fewer in number than they are. For, since there are four zones

of the w^orld in which we live, and four principal winds,^ while

the church is scattered throughout all the \vorld, and the ^'pillar

and ground"^ of the church is the gospel and the spirit of life;

it is fitting that she should have four pillars, breathing out im-

mortality on every side, and vivifying men afresh. From which

fact, it is evident that the Word, the Artificer of all. He that

sitteth upon the cherubim, and contains all things. He who was

manifested to men, has given us the gospel under four aspects,

but bound together by one Spirit. As also David says, when
entreating His manifestation, " Thou that sittest between the

cherubim, shine forth." ^ For the cherubim, too, were four-

faced, and their faces were images of the dispensation of the

Son of God. For, [as the Scripture] says, " The first living

creature was like a lion," "^ symbolizing His effectual working,

His leadership, and royal power ; the second [living creature]

was like a calf, signifying [His] sacrificial and sacerdotal

order; but ^^the third had, as it were, the face as of a man,"

—

an evident description of His advent as a human being; "the

fourth was like a flvino; eaMe," pointing out the cift of the

S])irit hoverino; with His winf]^s over the church. And there-

fore the Gospels are in accord with these things, among Avhich

Christ Jesus is seated. For that accordino: to John relates

His original, effectual, and glorious generation from the

Father, thus dcclarinof, " In the befrinniniT was the Word,
and the AVord was with God, and the Word was God."''

Also, " all things were made by Him, and without Him was

nothing made." For this reason, too, is that Gospel full of

1 Literally, " four catholic spirits;" Greek, ncaotpx y.udo'KiKdc TrinvfActrct'^

Latin, " quatuor priucipales spiritus."

2 1 Tim. iii. 15. 3 Ps. Ixxx. 1.

* Rev. iv. 7. ^ John i. 1.
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all confideiice, for such is His person.^ But that according

to Luke, taking up [His] priestly character, commenced with

Zacharias the priest offering sacrifice to God. For now was

made ready the fatted calf, about to be immolated for ^ the

finding again of the younger son. Matthew, again, relates His

generation as a man, saying, " The book of the generation of

JTesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraliam ;" ^ and also,

" The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise." This, then, is

the Gospel of His humanity ;^ for wliich reason it is, too, that

[the character of] a humble and meek man is kept up through

the whole Gospel. Mark, on the other hand, commences with

[a reference to] the prophetical spirit coming down from on

high to men, saying, " The beginning of the gospel of Jesus

Christ, as it is written in Esaias the prophet,"—pointing to

the winged aspect of the Gospel; and on this account he made

a compendious and cursory narrative, for such is the pro-

phetical character. And the Word of God Himself used to

converse with the ante-Mosaic patriarchs, in accordance with

His divinity and glory ; but for those under the law he

instituted a sacerdotal and liturofical service.'^ Afterwards,

being made man for us. He sent the gift of the celestial

Spirit over all the earth, protecting us with His wings.

Such, then, as was the course followed by the Son of God,

so w^as also the form of the living creatures ; and such as

was the form of the living creatures, so was also the charac-

ter of the Gospel.^ For the living creatures are quadriform,

and the Gospel is quadriform, as is also the course followed

by the Lord. For this reason were four principal (jcaGo-

^ The above is the literal renderiDg of this very obscure sentence ; it is

not at all represented in the Greek here preserved.

2 The Greek is vTzip ; the Latin, " pro." ^ ;Matt. i. 1, 18.

^ The Greek text of this clause, literally rendered, is, " This Gospel,

then, is anthropomorphic."

^ Or, " a sacerdotal and liturgical order," following the fragment of the

Greek text recovered here. Harvey thinks that the old Latin " actum"

indicates the true reading of the original T^'pSL^iv^ and that ra^tv is an

error. The earlier editors, however, are of a contrary opinion.

6 That is, the appearance of the Gospel taken as a whole ;
it beiug

presented under a fourfold aspect.



3ooK III.] IEENjEUS against HERESIES. 295

XiKol) covenants given to the human race '} one, prior to the

deluge, under Adam; the second, that after the deluge, under

Noah ; the third, the giving of the law, under Moses ; the

fourth, that which renovates man, and sums up all things in

itself by means of the gospel, raising and bearing men upon

its wings into the heavenly kingdom.

9. These things being so, all who destroy the form of the

gospel are vain, unlearned, and also audacious ; those, [I

mean,] who represent the aspects of the gospel as being either

more in number than as aforesaid, or, on the other hand,

fewer. The former class [do so], that they may seem to

have discovered more than is of the truth ; the latter, that

they may set the dispensations of God aside. For Marcion,

rejecting the entire gospel, yea rather, cutting himself off from

the gospel, boasts that he has part in the [blessings of] the

gospel.^ Others, again (the Montanists), that they may set

at nought the gift of the Spirit, which in the latter times

has been, by the good pleasure of the Father, poured out

upon the human race, do not admit that aspect [of the evan-

gelical dispensation] presented by John's Gospel, in which

the Lord promised that He would send the Paraclete ;
^ but

set aside at once both the gospel and the prophetic Spirit.

Wretched men indeed ! who wish to be pseudo-prophets,

forsooth, but who set aside the gift of prophecy from the

church ; acting like those (the Encratitoe) ^ who, on account

of such as come in hypocrisy, hold themselves aloof from the

^ A portion of the Greek lias been preserved here, but it differs mate-

rially from the old Latin version, which seems to represent the original

•with greater exactness, and has therefore been followed. The Greek re-

presents the first covenant as having been given to Xoah, at the deluge,

under the sign of the rainbow ; the second as that given to Abraham, under

the sign of circumcision; the third, as being the giving of the law, under
Moses ; and the fourth, as that of the gospel, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

- The old Latin reads, "partem gloriatur se habere Evangelii." Massuet

changed imrtcm into paritcr, thinking that partem gave a sense incon-

sistent with the Marcionite curtailment of St. Luke. Harvey, however,

observes: " But the f]ospd\\QVQ means the blessings of the gospel, in which
Marcion certainly claimed a share."

^ John xiv. 16, etc.

4 Slighting, as did some later heretics, the Pauline epistles.
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communion of the brethren. We must conclude, moreover,

tliat these men (the Montanists) cannot admit the Apostle

Paul either. For, in his Epistle to the Corinthians,^ he speaks

expressly of prophetical gifts, and recognises men and women
prophesying in the church. Sinning, therefore, in all these

particulars, against the Spirit of God,^ they fall into the irre-

missible sin. But those "who are from Yalentinus, being, on

the other hand, altogether reckless, Avhile they put forth their

own compositions, boast that they possess more Gospels than

there really are. Indeed, they have arrived at such a pitch of

audacity, as to entitle their comparatively recent writing " the

Gospel of Truth," though it agrees in nothing with the Gospels

of the Apostles, so that they have really no gospel which is

not full of blasphemy. For if what they have published is

the Gospel of truth, and yet is totally unlike those which

have been handed down to lis from the apostles, any who
please may learn, as is shown from the Scriptures themselves,

that that Avhich has been handed down from the apostles can

no longer be reckoned the Gospel of truth. But that these

Gospels alone are true and reliable, and admit neither an in-

crease nor diminution of the aforesaid number, I have proved

by so many and such [arguments]. For, since God made all

things in due proportion and adaptation, it was fit also that

the outward aspect of the gospel should be well arranged

and harmonized. The opinion of those men, therefore, who

handed the gospel down to iis, having been investigated, from

their very fountainheads, let us proceed also to the remain-

ing apostles, and inquire into their doctrine with regard to

God ; then, in due course we shall listen to the very words of

the Lord.

Chap. xii.— Tlie doctrine of the rest of the apostles,

1. The Apostle Peter, therefore, after the resurrection of

the Lord, and His assumption into the heavens, being desir-

ous of filling up the number of the twelve apostles, and of

electing into the place of Judas any substitute who should

1 1 Cor. xi. 4, 6. 2 Matt. xii. 31.


